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INTERNATIONAL PRELIMINARY 

EXAMINA TION REPORT International application No. PCTyiT 02/005 03 

I. Basis of the report 

^ ' ^l^rL^^^'^ ^""A^^ elements of the international application (Replacement sheets which have been furnished to 
the receiving Office in response to an invitation under Article 14 are referred to in this report as "oS^^^^ 
and are not annexed to this report since they do not contain amendments (Rules 70 1 6 and m if^fJ^'^''^ ^'^"^ 

Description, Pages 

^'^ as originally filed 

Claims, Numbers 

9-'^ 6 as originally filed 

^ "8 filed with telefax on 06-09.2004 

Drawings, Sheets 

I^Q-S^S as originally filed 

•? 

^" S7J?..«^5^ language, all the elements marked above were available or furnished to this Authority in the 
language in which the international application was filed, unless othenwise indicated under tWs item 

These elements were available or furnished to this Authority in the following language: . which is: 

□ the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of the intemational search (under Rule 23.1 (b)). 

□ the language of publication of the international application (under Rule 48.3(b)). 

° f?S^55.2^f nd/orVsT)^'^*'"" PU'POses of Intemational preliminaiy examination (under 

3. With regard to any nucleotide andAar amino acid sequence disclosed in the intemational aoDlication the 
intemational preliminary examination was carried out on the basis of tfie sequence Ifetingf 

□ contained in the intemational application in written form. 

□ filed together with the intemational application in computer readable form. 

□ furnished subsequently to this Authority in written form. 

□ furnished subsequently to this Authority in computer readable form. 

□ The statement that the subsequently furnished written sequence listing does not ao bevond the dlselncnpo 
in the intemational application as filed has been furnished ^ ^ disclosure 

° ifetfn?hrbeen*^S^^^^^^ computer readable form is identical to the written sequence 

4. The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of: 

□ the description, pages: 

□ the claims, Nos.: 

□ the drawings. sheets: 
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^' ° established as if (some of) the amendments had not been made since thev have 

been considered to go beyond the disclosure as filed (Rule 70.2(c)). ^ 

^4^yrep/ace/77e^^ sheet containing such amendments must be referred to under item 1 and annexed to this 
6. Additional observations, if necessary: 
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1 . Claim 1 describes a tripod comprising a spider with a through-hole, and a pillar with a 
stem slidably housed within the through-hole and with a head being connected to a 
first end of the pillar, as known from EP 1 122 486. 

To provide a less bulky arrangement, the head is at least partially housed inside the 
through-hole when the tripod is in the closed-up condition, i.e. the most compact 
condition. 

This is novel and industrial applicable and contains an inventive step as none of the 
cited documents discloses a slidable stem with a head able to be housed within the 
through-hole of the spider, and thus could give a suggestion to solve the inherent 
problem. 

2. The dependent claims 2-16 include advantageous embodiments of the tripod 
according to claim 1 and thus also fulfil the requirements raised. 

3. Fig. 3 Is so big that it does not fit completely on sheet 3/3 of the drawings (Rule 
11(6) PCT). 
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■ Claims 

1. A tripod (1) for supporting apparatjs In general and. in particular, for 
optical or photographic apparatus and the like, comprising a spider (2), a pillar (8) 
arranged to be housed slidably with a stem (7) thereof In a through-hole (6) 
5 formed through the spider (2). and a head (4) arranged for receiving the 
apparatus, the head (4) being connected to a first end (7a) of the pillar (8), 
characterized in that. Jn the closed-up condition, that Is. in the most compact 
condition of the tripod (1). the head (4) is at least partially Jioused inside the 
through-hole (6). 

10 2. A tripod according tp Claim 1 comprising means for adjusting the 

orientation of the head (4); the- adjustment means being fixed to a second erfd 
(7b) of the stem (7). axlally remote from the first end (7a). 

3. A tripod according to Claim 1 or Claim 2 In which the head comprises a 
spherical element (1 5) and a collet (1 9) housed inside the stem (7) in the region of 

IS the first end (7a). the collet (1 9) being acBv© on the spherical element (15) in onJer 
to damp it selectively, relative to the stem. 

4. A tripod according to Claim 3 in which the head (4) comprises a ring nut 
(17) mounted on the spherical element (1 5) and such that, wh en the tripod (1 ) Is in 
the closed-up condition, the ring nut (1 7) is in abutment with the spider (2) and the 

20 spherical element (1 5) Is housed inside the hole (6). 

5. A tripod according to Qaim 3 or Claim. 4. comprising a sleeve (21 ) with a 
fnjstoconical opening (22), driven into the first end (7a) of the stem (7). the collet 
(19) being housed inside the sleeve (21) and cooperating with the frustoconical 
opening for the damping of the spherical element 

25 *'"'P°** according to one or more of Qaims 3 to S in which the means 

for adjusting the orientation of the head (4) comprise a tie rod (23) associated, by 
means of a first (23a) of its ends, with the collet (19) in order, when tensioned. to 
loclt the relative rotation of the spherical element (15) inside the collet (19). 

7. A tripod according to Claim 6 in which the means for adjusting the 
30 orientation of the head (4) comprise a knob (27) in abutment with the second end 

(7b) of the stem (7). the tie nod (23) being disposed inside the stem (7) and being 
connected, by means of a second (23b) of its ends, to the loiob (27), for the 
adjustment of the tensioning ^f the tie rod (23). 

8. A tripod according to Claim 7 in which the knob (27) comprises a female 
35 thread (30) In which the second threaded end (23b) of the tie rod (23) is engaged 

by screwing, so that rotation of the knob (27) varies the tensioning of the tie rod 
(23) and consequently the clamping of the. collet (1 9) onto the head (4). 
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